Third Team Captain’s Report 2011
The 2011 season saw the third team consolidate their position in Division M after 2010’s promotion year but in hindsight this was a season with as many highs as there were lows.

The season began with a narrow defeat at the hands of Beeston II which was a hard way to start the year considering that after batting second we were cruising to our target halfway through the innings, it would not be the only time in the season that our batting would be the part of the game that let us down. However I do not want to dwell on the negatives of this season, I would like to discuss the positives of this season and how we can triumph next year.

Positives

Although only playing 8 innings for the thirds this season Carl Stahlberger weighed in with 234 valuable runs @ 29.25, undoubtedly the hardest hitting batsman in the league and with the speed that he scores his runs took pressure off the batsman at the other end. In the field a safe pair of hands and never goes quiet!

Ryan Glossop has been playing for the thirds for a few years now and has been improving his glovework but this season he began to show what he can do with the bat. Given the chance to open the batting Ryan scored 242 runs @ 17.29 and I expect him to push on next season.

Gagan Sehmbi played a large part of the season and emerged as an extremely promising batsman whilst also bowling good spells and being electric in the field. Gagan made 183 runs during his 11 innings @ 26.14 and also took 12 wickets @ 15.25, a fine return for somebody who cemented his place in the team just this year.

When available, Michael Wells proved that he had little trouble batting in this league, his 191 runs came at and average of 63.67. There were also good performances with the bat from Nick Turner and Sam Miller.

Our bowling was typically consistent and were never found wanting in this department. Jeremy Culley finished the season lead wicket-taker with 29 victims and was ably assisted by all other bowlers. 

Next Season

One advantage that we have over most of the competition in our league is that we are a young side, a very good young side. Our fitness should be far better than most teams that we play and now we can couple our talent and youth with the experience we have gathered this year. We need to be hungry and always look at how we can improve our own game. I do not think we were that far off promotion this year, if we had been as consistent with the bat as we were last year we would have gone up, it’s as simple as that.

Final Word

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the people who have put a lot of time in to make sure the thirds are able to turn out every Saturday. John Leaver spends a large amount of time at Little Bounds preparing the wickets and still prepares teas for the thirds as well as standing as umpire when he can – John, I speak on behalf of all the thirds and indeed the rest of Ellerslie when I say that the club would not run half as well without you and that everyone at Ellerslie is extremely grateful for all the work you put in. Thanks also to Boonie who has helped me with selection and generally helping me organise my teams and Joe Davey who has scored for us throughout the season.

My final thanks go to Steve Wharmby who has been my vice captain for three years now and helped me out on the field immeasurably and to the rest of my team mates this season, thank you for making it an enjoyable one. 
