ELLERSLIE 2ND XI - CAPTAINS REPORT 2011
PLAYED 18, WON 14, LOST 3, NO RESULTS 1, POINTS 294, AVERAGE 17.29
FINISHED SECOND – PROMOTED
An incredibly consistent season for us, the magic formula was quite simple; players played well, everyone knew what was expected of them and they went out and delivered time and time again: 

Danny Hammond 514 runs, Alan Lewis 384 runs, Eddie Pidduck 367 runs, 

Will Shields 272 runs, Matt Footit 252 runs, Michael Day 225 runs.  

Suroop Singh Kandola 36 wickets. Eddie George 35 wickets. 

Runs at the top of the order from Danny and Alan created an excellent platform for the rest of the batters. Regular contributions from the likes of Eddie Pidduck, Will, Matt and Michael Day meant big totals were often put on the board, and we had the confidence in our bowlers to defend any score. 
The winter arrival of a quiet, well mannered gentleman named Suroop bolstered our spin bowling department immeasurably, frequently leaving the opposition batters bamboozled; his aggregate for the two games v Fiskerton were – 

16.5 overs,7 maidens,19 runs,10 wickets. Suroop quite possibly may have taken more wickets had Eddie George not been opening the bowling ahead of him every week! Eddie’s return of 35 wickets showed how valuable he is to the team. 
As it turned out we secured promotion with two games still to go, which summed up how well we had played up to that point. The celebrations were calm and understated, I was later told some players had felt as far back as the mid way point in the season that we would get promoted….  This could be seen as arrogance, but I believe it was an example of the expectation and belief the team now had. This was no doubt created by the influx of players into the 1st team which had automatically strengthened us, with ‘fringe players’ now playing regularly for the 2nds. We were now stronger in all departments compared to last season. There were times when we had two former 1st team captains and three former 2nd team captains all playing in the same XI, add a certain D.Martindale into the mix and we were virtually pushing for Associate Test nation status…  

All in all a very satisfying season. Onwards and upwards to Division D next year, the prospect of playing teams our 1st team were playing not so long ago shows how well we have progressed. I have no doubt we have the ability to hold our own, if we stick to the magic formula, enjoy each others company and continue to enjoy our cricket, we’ll be just fine.
Finally time for thanks; Michael Day I salute you, thanks for all your work this year, and doing an admiral job stepping in to wear the arm band when I couldn’t. Thanks to Boonie and John for umpiring for us. 
Thanks to our multitude of scorers over the season, too many to name… 

Thanks to Shirley for her continually excellent teas, and thanks to Jane and John for stepping in if and when required. Thanks to Martin for all his work behind the bar during match days, one less thing for me to have to worry about, I knew it was in safe hands… Finally thanks to John and Jo and Nick for their thankless hours of work on the pitches, it’s certainly appreciated. I thank you all.
Sarmad Masud
