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	Team
	P
	W
	W/D
	T
	L/D
	L
	N/R
	W+T
	B+B
	Pts
	Ave

	ELLERSLIE 1st XI
	18
	7
	1
	0
	0
	8
	2
	150
	45
	195
	12.19


FINISHED SIXTH in DIVISION A
After gaining promotion into Division A in 2010, many would consider the 1st team finishing a comfortable sixth place a satisfying performance. This together with the 2nds gaining promotion into Division D and the 3rds coming a creditable fourth in Division M, 2011 has certainly been another successful season for the club on the pitch. If the Club has serious ambitions to become a Premier League Club, then the 2nds have to try bridge the diminishing gap to the 1sts.
Despite stepping up a division I felt little fear for this team. Most people would have taken a safe mid-table place at the start of the season; the phrase a ‘consolidating season’ springs to mind. The written media had already written us off as relegation fodder in all of the pre-season previews. However, I came to win, to fight, to conquer, to thrive. I knew that we were better than what the media portrayed us to be. Although we had lost our leading all-rounder in Ian Leach as well as a few other players, we managed to bring in a few players too. These included former Ellerslie youngsters Caleb and Daniel Mierkalns, overseas student Haider Ali, and former Notts Unity off-spinner Usmaan Mussafer. At the start of the season I told the players we would not lose a game this year due to lack of ability, if we were to lose it would be due to a lack of application, not ability. 
This was what was most baffling; the fact that we lost games we were probably good enough to win from a talent perspective. However, we seemed to lack the necessary experience and we just didn’t always perform. On average, we were one of the youngest sides in the division; we may have been enthusiastic, but this lack of experience and know-how sometimes showed.
Our batsmen lacked the know-how to read varying conditions from ground-to-ground; how to set a competitive total, how to keep cool heads in chasing a total. This led to several frustrating batting performances, especially during the early part of the season; the low point being the paltry 92 all out at home to Southwell. The batting unit soon realised that patience can be a virtue, and arguably our best team performance came at home to Hucknall, where we batted the full 50 overs for the first time in the season to score 192. We then ripped through Hucknall’s batting line-up as they were bowled out for 101.
The batting unit improved during the second half of the season. This coincided with the mid-season signing of John Wakeling, who provided steel and experience to the top order, as well as the fixing of the bowling machine. Dan Mierkalns won the orange cap, by being our leading run scorer with 541 runs, and Caleb Mierkalns was our second leading run scorer with 406 runs. Dan was “injured” throughout the season, especially during the first half, and it always felt the Caleb under-achieved considering his substantial talent. Dan was our sole centurion, with his unbeaten 110 against Hyson Green; an innings so good, that his Aunty ran onto the pitch when he reached his hundred. This occurred during a scintillating unbeaten record partnership of 239 with Kane Wilson (98*). Kane was another batsman who had a chance to stake a claim as the cornerstone of the batting, but who will admit had a season that failed to meet his lofty expectations.
Our bowlers endured a strange season. On seamer-friendly conditions, we generally kept sides down to modest totals. However, again we lacked the patience to “plug-away” on flat surfaces. This lack of patience was symptomatic of our young, inexperienced side. We will also need to work on our “death-bowling”, as there were times when we loosened the stranglehold that we had on games.

Despite missing the first two games of the season, Tariq Mahmood shared the purple cap with Usmaan Mussafer; our joint-leading wicket takers with 32 wickets apiece. Jurgen Charlesworth worked hard for his 23 wickets, despite carrying an injury for the whole season.
The pleasing thing was that we improved as the season progressed, and we learned from some of our shortcomings earlier in the season, albeit slowly. We also showed a great deal of character in tight games like home at Rolls Royce and away at Hucknall; games that we won by the narrowest of margins. This should be taken as a positive, and bodes well for next season.
Young Peter Vladev also made his breakthrough into the 1sts this season, and hopefully he will be given the chance to blossom into an all-rounder of genuine quality. His knock away at Hucknall showed his ability to bat under pressure, and his opening spell of bowling on a flat pitch away at Radcliffe was one of the most unluckiest spells of the season. Like all of the players, he will be looking to improve, and stamp his authority on the side for the 2012 season.
As the players looked back at the end of the season, there was a feeling that we had achieved more than the minimum requirement; avoiding relegation. However, there was also a feeling that we could have achieved more. Hopefully the players will return fitter next season; notably Dan and Jurgen who were never fully fit. As most of the players are very young, there is a huge scope to improve; this also bodes well for the future. I see no reason why we cannot improve on our 6th place finish next season.
As a Club, Ellerslie is continuing to develop. Although many other sides in Division A were able to train on the square, the completion of the portable net (finally) will hopefully aid us next season; especially the batsmen. The 2nd team getting promotion should also be good for the 1st team, as hopefully a greater pool of players will be exposed to a higher standard of cricket. This strengthens Ellerslie all the way down, and is something all players should be reminded of; they are playing for the Club, not for a team. Having a 4th XI, although may have a few logistical problems at first, should be good in the long-term for the Club, in terms of both developing young players, and gaining more members. There are many promising youngsters, especially in the younger age-groups; these kids will only improve by eventually playing in the 4th XI.
Massive congratulations must go to Sarmad Masood on promotion! It was never in doubt. It again highlights the strength and depth we have at the club, long may it continue. Boonie, as head of the Senior Cricket Committee, organised the selection meetings to the best of his abilities; this has proved to be a useful tool over the last couple of years.

I don’t think any of the success that the Club has achieved could have occurred without the help of the people who make it all happen; so a huge thanks to John Leaver, Martin and Shirley Charlesworth, Nick Povey and Joe, Steve Scott, Trevor Berridge, Jane and Charles George, Phil and Sarah Davey. More personally I would like to thank everyone who played for and supported the 1sts this year, thank you to one and all. Wars come and go, but my soldiers stay eternal. I apologise in advance if I’ve forgotten anyone, in which case a special thanks to you.
I would also like to make a special mention about Ron; he did many things during his time at the Club. However, arguably his most important feat was to leave the Club in such capable hands. Hopefully, this will continue for years to come.
Thank you, 

Ananthan Sivayoganathan (Ramps).
